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First-generation college students hold 
different perspectives on secondary 
education than those who come from four-
year college families. Holding the title of  a 
first-generation college student comes with 
many responsibilities, but simultaneously, 
this gives many the motivation and 
inspiration they need to succeed during 
their college years. Senior Amanda Nelson 
explained how it feels, “Being a first 
generation college student definitely makes 
me motivated to get a degree. It’s really 
special to be able to be the first person in 
my family to do that.” 

There are various opportunities for first-
generation students to gain a unique sense 
of  motivation. It can be from their peers or 

from within themselves. Senior 
Braeden Jackson shared where 
his motivation arises from, “I 

feel like my motivators stem more from 
my personal goals.” Rather than allowing 
external factors to control him, he listens 
to himself  and focuses on what he wants 
to accomplish. Having personal goals can 
be extremely important in college because 
they give students the clarity required to 
visualize their priorities 

Having parents that never experienced the 
college process can create difficulties for 
first-generation students. If  students have 
questions about processes such as financial 
aid or application essays, parents will not 
be able to help these students directly. 
“Sometimes it can be challenging as I 
prepare for college since my role models or 

people I have to ask questions can’t really 
be my parents because they won’t always 
know the answers. Things like filling 
out the FAFSA and really understanding 
applications and the commitment process 
are something both my parents and I are 
figuring out together.”  

Attending college is a fun, new experience 
venturing outside of  the school district 
students have been attending since 
their elementary days. It is a time to try 
something new, meet other students and 
make memories. These students figure out 
first hand the pressures and positives of  the 
college experience. “It makes me nervous. 
I don’t want to disappoint my parents 
since they have never had this opportunity 
before, but I am extremely excited for this 
step of  my life,” explained Nelson.
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